
ASMSU Senate Meeting Minutes for March 3, 2011 

Meeting called to order at 6:05PM 

Roll Call: excused- 

-Sen. Rogala 

-Sen. Smith 

-Sen. Stevens 

-Sen. Steffens 

-Sen. Thiel 

-Sen. Vollmer 

Review Previous Meeting’s Minutes:  

PT Dawson- I apologize for not sending out last week’s minutes, I will get that to you along with this 
week’s minutes to be approved next week. 

Public Comment: 

Presentations: 

CE- NACA 

Stacy Ray- We went to NACA, and got back last weds.  We are going to talk about why this program is 
something we should  

This conference is mostly for comedy shows and music.  I feel we can really work together, and what we 
can be done here.  We went to the min. events everyday day.  We went to a lot of showcases, from 
artists and acts to comedians.  We got a great sense of what students are interested in, and we got a 
better understanding of what will be a successful event and what will not be at MSU campus.  It was 
entertaining and informative. 

Also events on publicity and advertising and how to deal with the artists.  These sessions are very 
informative for beginners, so I would suggest you send beginners.  Also PR, cafeteria events, and 
networking with artists and the shows they have gone to and other artists they know.  There was a 
marketplace where you could book the artists, which we did not book anyone, but we got information 
from many artists we were interested in.  There weren’t any arts exhibitions, but it still crossed over 
with contracts and such. 

We went to a block booking session, to see other schools in our region, because it’s cheaper to block 
book. 



Jeremy- It was very beneficial for me, especially workshops.  They were about cafeteria shows and 
building up the audience and getting interest.  The showcases were fun, and it was viable to know what 
students want to see.  There is a wide variety of interests at campuses, so we got a broad … MTVU which 
plays music videos, and it’s MTV and they want to set up monitors for music videos and news shows and 
we can also advertise four times an hour for other events.  

Stacy- It’s not the typical MTV program; they have done a lot of research about college students.  It has 
a lot of emerging artists and musicians, visual artists, and journalists.  The best thing is they are willing to 
do this for free.  They will install the TV’s in the dining areas of the SUB.  Lots of schools in the east use 
it.  Other Montana schools are looking into it, and we think we should really look into it.  The programs 
they put on are really short, about 15 minutes, so it’s a quick thing for a study break. We will be looking 
into it to see if it’s what MSU should have and what students think. 

Jeremy- Harlan Cohen wrote “The Naked Roommate” and he was there and did an event.  It was very 
interesting and really funny, a great thing for possibly convocation for freshman.  He is mailing us more 
information. 

PT Dawson- would it be beneficial for the CE director to go to NACA? 

-Yes, because they supervise and oversee organization, and so it would be great.  The most effective 
thing would be sending the division director and also first year committee heads, as a guide and to really 
get a lot out of it. 

 

President Eric Fisher- Restructuring MOU 

These are some of the recommendations from the exec board, and what we think about restructuring 
and what should be done.  Hours division would be removed.  Reallocating those funds into Spirit and 
Latenight.  As far as Spirit and elections, 2 employees there.  We think one employee specifically for 
Spirit and one specifically for elections. PR division budget would be reallocated, and change to 3 chairs.  
Keep the legislature the same with the same budget.  Separate arts and exhibitions from CE, but still 
working together, very similar with the same budgets.  Lively arts and lectures, and productions, and CE 
should become one budget.  It wouldn’t be constricting, but for them to work together as a team.  Then 
there is a larger pool of money for a bigger show.  Keep Exponent the same.  Increasing stipends also for 
more competition for positions, and a more creative way to advertise for positions. 

Both recommendations are directed towards ASMSU. 

Kolar- yield my time to Mark. 

Mark- How do you decide who is in charge of the budget for spirit and PR budget? 

Pres. Fisher- It can be revised. 



Nehmeh- a point of eliminating the CE director, and to bring more freedom to book shows, I’m worried 
it would be one sided and there wouldn’t be a variation of the shows, such as lectures would be 
overlooked. 

Pres. Fisher- the associates would oversee the events an it’s in the job description that they need to 
have a broad spectrum in events. 

Brandy Murray- Having the three in one budget would be a lot easier, having them apart is not 
necessary. 

Nehmeh- it’s more effective this way, because there is a specific person in charge.  Things can be 
overlooked, and we would overlook shows for the students at MSU. 

Pres. Fisher- it would cut down on fees and payments, so it would be easier.  Also, it could be in the job 
description.  The procrastinator is a good example, because they could show comedy only, but they 
bring a variety.  It’s a risk, but a very small risk. 

PT Dawson- We could consider cutting down the budgets, and put them in supplemental, so that senate 
has more of an oversight of events. 

Pres. Fisher- That’s a big risk is if someone else comes along, and we would have to earmark. 

Bjornson-I recognize Mark. 

Mark- You don’t want to limit them at the end of the year and make us go through you.  It wouldn’t 
happen.  Arts and exhibits and productions would be under CE, but I’m worried that there wouldn’t be 
enough people? 

Pres. Fisher- That’s a valid point, they would be under CE but not have to report to CE director.  Having 
the mandatory meetings, it’s under the job description and is expected.  It would enforce 
communication 

Bjornson-I recognize Stacy. 

Stacy- It’s a great idea because it allows for flexibility and if put in the bylaws that it’s expected that 
there needs to be a variety of shows.  By holding them accountable, there would not be slacking.  The 
right hiring, there would not be an issue.  If they want a larger event, then they can hire a bigger staff. 

Mohr-Currently the budgets are all separate?  Under this idea there would still be a CE director? 

Pres. Fisher-Yes, there would be and they would have the same budget, but still be under the same 
division. 

West- At the Tuesday meeting did you discuss the street team? 

PT Dawson- yes it was discussed.  But it’s not in the MOU. 



Bjornson- We did talk about it, some people thought the team should be supervised, and other ideas. 

Pres. Fisher-It would be great to have a street team coordinator to keep the street team accountable, 
and valuable. 

Brandy- One idea I had was instead of having two committees, one senator would be a street team 
organizer, and help organize what’s going on in CE and senate, and would not have a stipend.  You 
wouldn’t add on to your job.  It would help communication.  It would bring them back to the senate and 
help keep us informed. 

West-I recognize Stacy. 

Stacy- The street team could be for ASMSU as a whole rather than just the CE, and there could be a 
volunteer reserve for it, and it could grow.  It’s not a new thing, several schools have it.  We could start it 
unpaid, and then possibly offer a stipend. 

PT Dawson- let’s talk about MOU as is, and that if you want to add something like this please send it 
before budgeting. 

Bjornson- we talked about recruiting and such.  (Has a large notepad) there is a list of positions and the 
colleges that should participate. 

Pres. Eric Fisher and Brandy Murray- About Budget Meeting 

Pres. Fisher- Right now budgeting is set for this weekend, and the procedure is still the same under 
Roberts' Rules.  You open the meeting as usual and from there you open a specific budget.  There will 
then be discussion.  My challenge is for you to see if your committee heads will be attending, and try to 
open the budget when they are there so we don’t ruin their whole day out of respect.  After discussion, 
move to close.  At the very end, you can move to open the budget again. 

At the beginning before we start opening budgets, determine what number you want for a 
supplemental amount for next year.   

Make sure you have a list of which budgets we have done and such so we don’t leave anything out. 

Brandy- Finance Board finalized their part of the budget.  In the supplemental budget I set $50,000, but 
by no means is what it has to be.  You will see finance board recommendations, but you do not have to 
take them but it will need a 2/3 vote to override an account or a whole budget. 

Budgeting, if it's this Sunday, is in 246 Leon Johnson Hall, or else in the meeting room same as last year.  
It will start at 9 am. 

Mohr- What has it been in the past for supplemental? 

Brandy- It was pretty low when I first started, it was $35,000 for a while.  We changed it to $50,000 for 
more leeway. 



Mohr- What do we have left? 

Brandy-There is about 12,000 left. 

Bjornson- some Republicans want to decrease the state budget for more revenue.  It’s something we 
should look into. 

Brandy- all committees have most of what they want from finance board, and there is still about 50,000 
left (in the black).  It makes it possible to change the stipends. 

Pres. Fisher-You can move to close budgeting session, if you feel you are comfortable with recessing to 
another date. 

Brandy- You must have it done by the last week of April. 

Unfinished Business: 

Bill 2011-b-03- ASMSU Representation Enhancement 

Capp- I have some amendments.  For elections to be twice a year; under elections schedule.  In the 
spring there would be one senator up for election in each district and the rest in the fall, for a lower 
turnover possibility.  I also changed the transition to accommodate that.  This is where it gets tricky, 
because we change from on campus and off campus seats, open to debate.  The entire redistricting 
system change in one election, and then randomly select a seat for fall reelection for bringing in the 
transition.  A full election in the spring, by college.  I move to amend as shown in the printed bill. 

PT Dawson- For the proxy votes? Just put down votes as yes?  Then do they want to vote yes as 
amended? 

Bjornson- I was going to suggest we postpone until next week, so that four sponsors are present next 
week. 

Seconded by Mohr to approve amendments 

Bjornson- I want us to go through this so we can decide what’s good and bad, and then table it until next 
week. 

Fall elections- pros- higher turnout, students know the schedule for the year so they know they are 
available.  Cons are freshman 

Spring- budgeting is right away and it's a great way to get into ASMSU; but cons are that freshman 
would soon be sophomores. 

Both- lower turnover rate but also hard to split up 

Wheeler- Having two groups of senators wouldn’t be bad because it would be good for senior senators 
to show freshman senators what to do instead of no one knowing what to do. 



Nehmeh- We are assuming that there will be a complete turnover, but not very likely.  A pro for a one 
time election is that there is one phase in compared to two phases of learning curves for senators. 

Bjornson-  I yield to Mark. 

Mark- If its only one time a year, then there is less of an opportunity for more people to get involved. 

Capp- Two elections increases turn out for both elections.  Also, the senate is more responsive with two 
elections, and senior senators can help out a lot. 

Nehmeh- How are freshman in elections bad in the fal? 

Bjornson- They wouldn’t know enough people to get elected and they might not be engaged enough. 

Nehmeh-It still might not be a con. 

Bjornson- We would be missing freshman. 

Lawson- Two elections doesn’t increase turnouts, it would be diminished.  Twice a year is too much to 
handle.  And they would seem less important. 

Bjornson- Yes, diluted elections. 

West-If you have one election, why is it more important? What is the value? 

Lawson- more advertising and push people to vote and start farther in advance. 

West- It’s all hypothetical, and we’re not going to know until we try.  There are many things that could 
happen that we can’t take into account for. 

Bjornson- There will be two elections one way or the other, but only one for elected officials and 
homecoming. 

Bennett- Are we assuming that elections are pushed back in spring? And pushing back budget? 

Bjornson- Elections would take place earlier in spring.  But the idea is early spring semester elections, 
and the new and old staffs make a new budget together. 

Nehmeh-It would be hard to fulfill the positions at the same time.  If there is one election per year, then 
there is lost interest in that position. Yield to Mark. 

Mark-The senators would lose interest, but also students would not be able to get involved as much in 
ASMSU and go somewhere else. 

Nehmeh-This can happen with any position. 

Wheeler- What is voter turnout for presidential elections? It wouldn’t necessarily increase voter turnout 
with one election in the spring. 



Capp- A pro for two elections is groupthink.  If you have everyone elected at once with one election then 
they lose touch with each other 

Bjornson- Would that be responsive? Or similar? 

Capp- Yes, similar.  But it brings more points of view. 

Mohr- A pro for a fall election, then those interested in presidential elections wouldn’t have to worry 
about losing their seat. 

Nehmeh- I was talking with a junior student and an advantage would be someone interested in admin, 
they could run twice, many students are graduating and leaving school can still vote for who is there 
next year but they won’t be there. 

Kolar- if we did it only once a year and only 15 people ran would that be all the seats we would have? 

Bjornson- W would reopen it and if that doesn’t work, then they go to at large, or else appointed after 
that. 

Kolar- By having two elections, it could be more competitive and the people that students don’t want to 
represent them, most likely wouldn’t be elected 

Mohr- Awareness would increase. 

Bjornson- Move to postpone until next week. 

Seconded by senator Mohr 

14/0/0 

PT Dawson- the reason you don’t see the stadium resolution is because there will be many rewrites. 

West- recognize APT Krueger 

Seconded by Capp 

14/0/0 

New Business: 

Proposed budgeting date change 

PT Dawson- there is some problems with pushing the budget back to March 27th. 

Bjornson- We have to have the hiring process for committee heads. Open for 2 weeks, and then we have 
to review and then it would be during finals week.  There would not be adequate transitioning, and we 
wouldn’t know what positions are hiring yet. 

Capp- when do we swear in newly elected senators? 



Pres. Fisher- the 24th of March but if we move budgeting, and then move it to the 31st. 

VP Diehl- Brandy was uncomfortable with doing the budgeting this weekend, but still have to stipend 
review and use that to look at the positions we would need to hire and then have a follow up meeting.  
It’s a very important process and to be considered. 

PT Dawson- But it wouldn’t be official is the only problem. 

Bjornson- There is a pretty good idea about what we want from position heads. 

Nehmeh-Yield my time to mark. 

Mark- There is not a bylaw that you have to fill every position you advertise for, even if they haven’t 
been budgeted. 

Nehmeh-Would you restate why you wanted to move it to the 27th? 

PT Dawson- Because of stipend review, and there is a review of stipends across the board.  And they 
really need to be looked at, and it might not be quite ready yet to make a good decision.  But now there 
might be something substantial enough for stipend review.  But there is still a possibility of a moneys 
problem.  Stipend is tomorrow at 3:30.   

West- Brandy, are you concerned about having it earlier? Why? 

Brandy- People still have questions and possibly have another meeting to clear things up. 

PT Dawson- Concerns people should know? 

Brandy- No. 

Bjornson- We are going to work on recruiting for positions if joey and I are elected as president.  More 
than posters, more time and effort so we need to know what positions we have. 

Nehmeh- Would restructuring the committee heads change the budget? Think about it.  We should 
meet as soon as possible, and we would budget for three to four committees. Would we combine the 
budgets then? 

PT Dawson- Yes. 

Mohr- Would we want to completely finalize the budgets? We wouldn’t want to finalize budget just in 
case things come up. 

PT Dawson- I don’t know what the specific changes would be, but we could still finalize them. If it needs 
to be reopened we can do that and open in April.   

Bjornson- I move to set budgeting for this Sunday, March 6th 

Seconded by Fraser 



14/0/0 

(Menus and sign up for food for budgeting) 

Admin Reports: 

Pres. Eric Fisher- This week we had the university council meeting. The climate action plan was 
presented; there is an article in the Exponent or talk to Bjornson.  If you have feedback let me or 
Bjornson know.  Next week it will be voted on. By 2040 or 2050. 

Bjornson- The goal is to decrease emissions, but not necessarily profit of emissions. 

The campus directory will be online soon.  But there are two separate directories right now so there is a 
hold up and needs transition time for the technical.  There will still be a printed copy available, if needed 
to be printed off. 

Discrimination and harassment training- it’s an online training every two years that all staff has to do. 

Legally MSU is supposed to have a nursing room for staff, and is open for students in Hamilton Hall. 

Score board information- the display is a 12mm display which is the best in the country.  UM has a 
20mm.  Ours will be a slightly bigger size also. The company can also use the scoreboard for training and 
such. 

MSUii will be getting sent out soon. 

Budgeting- please bring your laptop if you have one, so we can print off less paper and you can 
participate more actively. 

VP Amanda Diehl- Senators get early registration so please sign up. 

Anyone interested to sit at the ASMSU table at MSU Friday? 

-APT Krueger 

-PT Dawson 

-Sen. Bjornson 

Stipend Review tomorrow starting at 3:30-5:00. No food will be provided. 

Mass update- and we chose the Student Regent, Joe Thiel was chosen to be recommended to the 
governor.  We decided that Theresa didn’t go through all of the steps; she decided to approach Mass 
without a resume in hand.  We felt that she would not be reappointed, because Schweitzer didn’t want 
the same student every year.  We felt it was unfair for the other students, and they are just as capable. 

Retreat- Leadership Institute is doing great and forming that.  Saturday April 16th, please let me know 
you can’t come. 



Nehmeh- It is a full day commitment.  

Bjornson- How much was the deposit? 

VP Diehl- The deposit was down at$250 and we wanted to use it. 

Bjornson- What is the main reason to go to Chico? 

Nehmeh- It’s a more fun atmosphere and it’s off campus. 

Diehl- So there is better fluidity, and have senators and committee heads get to know each other.  A 
more friendly way. 

Food allergies are something we need to know about. 

PT Dawson- What are we doing for transportation? 

VP Diehl- We would like to carpool, maybe the big van. 

Nehmeh- my recommendation is using the big van because it is more fun, sustainable, and holds people 
accountable to what time they need to be there. 

VP Diehl- is anyone ready to offer a small speech at the retreat about your feelings about ASMSU? 

-Sen. Nehmeh 

-Sen. West 

Nehmeh- it would be great to show the committee heads more about the senators and inspire 
everyone, new and old senators.  It would be a great presentation. 

BM Brynne Thrasher- no report 

PT Dawson- Tom Brokaw was great.  

Sen. Kolar and I have a meeting with C-fac, and it was very interesting in that they budgeted $2 million in 
two hours.  I had a long talk that this idea about Adobe Sweep, and Microsoft Word, and they request to 
purchase it from every computer.  But it can now be purchase through just ITC.  Now any student can 
have that from any server.  Potentially, this could be huge savings in MSU, and also ASMSU, so we could 
cut budgets for that.  ASMSU had never applied for C-fac funds, and they have a rollover.  ASMSU can 
apply for any funds except for employees who aren’t students.  We would miss out on three computers, 
it is a great idea.  It’s a massive item in admin, and we could save lots of money.  I am going to apply for 
those funds. 

West- I think we should apply for the computers for C-fac.  I sat on this last summer, and I had the same 
concern.  But I never brought it up, I think it is a great thing we should do. 

PT Dawson- All the adobe and word, we can cut and they will take care of it. 



West- They reallocate computers a lot, and they will send the computers somewhere else in the 
campus.  And new computers are brought in. 

PT Dawson- ASMSU falls under a department, and funding has never been taken.  Many departments do 
this. 

Kolar- For most of what they approve initially, they will update them also. So it can be continued on. 

PT Dawson- Such as for the Exponent, they will take care of that and it can be taken out of the budget. 

APT Krueger- Finance board had no supplementals. Patty’s office wants two senators for funding 
allocation board. 

-Sen. West 

-Sen. Nehmeh or Sen. Bjornson 

Stadium resolution- it went really well. And the lacrosse team has it this weekend.  10-15 usages the 
year.  The policies will be made in the resolution. 

VP Diehl- if you don’t have a policy in place yet? What happens with the lacrosse team, does it affect the 
15 usages? 

APT Krueger-No, I don’t think they will count.  Policies are not in place, and it's a trust compliance. 

PT Dawson- After you yield your time to an audience member, then you do not hold the floor anymore 
after they are done speaking.  Recognizing someone, then you get the floor back. 

Bjornson- Have you looked at other policies? 

APT Krueger- There aren’t lots of good relations but I am looking at it 

Senate Reports: 

Nehmeh- liaising PR- We are partially funding Rail Jam.  ASMSU office is selling 48 tickets still, at the 
senate table.  There is some trouble with selling them. 

Pres. Fisher- We can’t sell in the ASMSU office because then it can bring up many problems. 

Nehmeh- How about Ask Us? 

Mohr- Ask Us should not bear the burden; also there is a $2 surcharge. 

Pres. Fisher- When we first got the tickets, I talked to Ask Us director, and they didn’t want to sell them 
because it would be another cash box and that is too many duties for Ask Us, and it would bring up 
other problems.  There is not a cashbox for homecoming and other games so there is a difference. 

Bjornson- We should make a deal about selling tickets with Ask Us. 



Nehmeh- Let’s be active and talk to the students about the tobacco free resolution.  Please talk to 
people, it is very important.  They should be informed ahead of time, and we need many students’ to 
vote on it. 

West- I went to Helena today to talk to the Board of Regents.  I did not get to report to the Board but it 
was very informational.  We talked about the different campuses letter campaign.  UM has a great 
campaign where they have people calling others up and suggest they write a letter 

Lively arts and lectures has an event on March 8th.  Steve Byrne should be a great presenter and is 
supposed to encourage voting. 

Bjornson- many people didn’t know about the tobacco policy being considered.  I have met with every 
classified employee about bylaws. 

We are a senate, and the point is a majority, not that we all agree all the time. 

Lawson-The VOICE Center is bringing three movies to MSU, on March 9th. Look forward to those. 

Fraser- They are going to put new roofs on the family/graduate housing.  They are considering redoing 
the streets.  International Committee met, and Joe Thiel was there and presented Global Certificate.  I 
suggested that we support him and his efforts. 

Fraser- They made sure that the houses are great condition on the inside, and working great in there.  
The outside was less important.  They will not roof the condemned houses. 

Announcements: 

Pres. Fisher- Next week is United Nations night in senate.  Please dress up and if you want a different 
name please let APT Dawson know. 

Adjourn Meeting: 

Wheeler- move to adjourn meeting 

Seconded by West 

14/0/0 

Adjourned at 8:39pm 

 


