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Question 1: 
What was 
done on 
assessment 
this year? 

1.  During the 2016 – 2017 academic year, ECE&CS Program Leader Dr. 
Christine Lux and faculty member Dr. Kalli Decker met weekly to discuss and 
modify program learning outcomes and alignment to the NAEYC Professional 
Preparation Standards, reflecting the scope and sequence of the ECE&CS 
program.  Identification of key assignments, focused to writing for different 
audiences and purposes, were identified and work began on a revised assessment 
plan.   
 
Throughout Fall 2016, a major curriculum change, including the proposal of two 
new courses, was approved through the various campus and MUS channels, 
culminating in Board of Regents (BOR) and Northwest Commission on Colleges 
and Universities (NWCCU) approval.  Two ECE&CS options are now available 
for students:  Child Development and P3.  The Child Development option, geared 
for students with professional interests in parent education, resource & referral, 
advocacy, and childcare administration, as well as teaching and working with 
children birth through age eight in non-public school settings, is aligned to the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 
Professional Preparation Standards.  The P3 option is aligned to Administrative 
Rule of Montana (ARM) 10.58.501 and 10.58.531, representing OPI Teacher 
Education and Early Childhood Education standards.  The P3 option will appeal 
to students with professional interests including teaching in public school settings 
with children in preschool through grade 3.  The endorsement will be required for 



anyone teaching in a public preschool in the state of Montana and is also required 
in many other states.  Most recently, Dr. Lux presented the P3 option to the 
Board of Public Education and is awaiting approval to begin recommending 
students for teacher licensure with a P3 endorsement.   
 

Question 2: 
What 
assessment 
data were 
collected? 

2. No new data were collected during the 2016 – 2017 academic year, as the 
program was under significant review.  However, as explained above, program 
alignment to professional standards helped faculty identify key assignments that 
will generate data to assess the program beginning Fall 2017.  A revised Key 
Assignment matrix with alignment to program learning outcomes and score 
report templates for each Key Assignment will help monitor student progress and 
ensure that program outcomes are being met. 
 

Question 3: 
What was 
learned from 
the 
assessment? 

3. Revision and proposal of two options within the major have enabled a clearer 
and more purposeful plan for recruiting and retaining students.  New courses and 
scaffolded assignments will help meet student needs while also raising the caliber 
of student work.   

Question 4: 
How did you 
respond to 
the 
assessment 
results? 

4. Ongoing program assessment efforts will include monitoring student progress 
in identified key assignments beginning Fall 2017.  Additionally, the P3 option 
will be evaluated based on established teacher education program accreditation 
criteria in the Department of Education.  Dr. Lux’s participation in the University 
Teacher Education Committee (UTEC) will ensure that program assessment data 
is reported to the department and that the P3 program is aligned to MSU’s 
teacher education program. 
 

 


